
Religion,

Reason

and Science

W
O

RLD
PA

N
T

H
EISM

Th
e W

orld Pan
th

eist M
ovem

en
t’s statem

en
t

or prin
ciples in

volves a com
pletely

n
atu

ralistic view
 of life - th

at is, w
e see

everyth
in

g th
at exists as part of n

atu
re.

N
oth

in
g is su

pern
atu

ral. Th
at doesn

’t m
ean

th
at h

u
m

an
s already kn

ow
 or can

 explain
everyth

in
g: th

e qu
est for kn

ow
ledge an

d
u

n
derstan

din
g is an

 en
dless on

e. Th
ere m

ay
even

 be som
e qu

estion
s w

h
ich

 by th
eir very

n
atu

re can
 n

ever be an
sw

ered, su
ch

 as w
h

y
an

yth
in

g exists at all.

W
e believe th

at everyth
in

g in
 th

e
U

n
iverse is m

ade u
p of en

ergy or m
atter.

M
ost of u

s don
’t believe th

ere is a spiritu
al

su
bstan

ce separate from
 en

ergy/m
atter.

B
ody an

d m
in

d are n
ot tw

o differen
t th

in
gs,

th
ey are on

e - w
e are m

ade of th
e very sam

e
stu

ff as an
im

als, an
d plan

ts, an
d rocks, an

d
stars. Th

is sen
se of fratern

ity w
ith

 all
ph

ysical th
in

gs allow
s u

s to relate all th
e

m
ore in

ten
sely to n

atu
re.

W
e respect eviden

ce an
d logic, an

d w
e

do n
ot accept religiou

s claim
s th

at fly in
 th

e
face of th

ese. A
t th

e sam
e tim

e, w
e h

ave a
deep em

otion
al an

d aesth
etic feelin

g of
con

n
ection

 w
ith

 n
atu

re an
d th

e u
n

iverse. 

W
e believe th

at th
e scien

tific m
eth

od,
w

ith
 all its rigorou

s tests an
d scru

tin
ies, is

th
e best w

ay to get closer to th
e tru

th
 abou

t
th

e w
ay th

e U
n

iverse w
orks. B

u
t w

e also feel
a sen

se of profou
n

d aw
e at th

e discoveries

of scien
ce w

h
ich

 en
rich

 an
d deepen

 ou
r

kn
ow

ledge of th
e w

orld - from
 th

e stu
n

n
in

g
im

ages of th
e H

u
bble S

pace Telescope, to
th

e m
ysteriou

s w
orkin

gs of qu
an

tu
m

ph
ysics an

d th
e com

plex arch
itectu

re of th
e

h
u

m
an

 brain
. 

W
e don

’t see an
y con

tradiction
 betw

een
u

n
derstan

din
g an

d appreciatin
g, betw

een
stu

dyin
g an

d stan
din

g open
-m

ou
th

ed w
ith

w
on

der. S
cien

ce does n
ot explode th

e
m

ystery an
d beau

ty of existen
ce or redu

ce it
to a m

ean
in

gless m
ech

an
ism

: it deepen
s th

e
m

ystery an
d beau

ty. It reveals th
at

en
ergy/m

atter itself, from
 qu

an
tu

m
 even

ts
righ

t u
p to th

e sw
irlin

g of galaxies an
d th

e
coalescen

ce of solar system
s, is w

on
derfu

lly
u

n
predictable an

d in
fin

itely creative.

Th
is doesn

’t m
ean

 th
at w

e en
dorse

u
n

eth
ical scien

ce, for exam
ple experim

en
ts

in
volvin

g su
fferin

g for an
im

als. N
or does it

m
ean

 th
at w

e en
dorse everyth

in
g th

at is
don

e to tu
rn

 th
e fin

din
gs of scien

ce in
to

tech
n

ology. M
ost of u

s feel a deep u
n

ease
abou

t gen
etic en

gin
eerin

g an
d a n

eed to
defin

e its lim
its. W

e recogn
ize th

at a lot of
pollu

tion
 an

d w
aste stem

 from
 poor

tech
n

ology - bu
t w

e w
ill n

eed better, m
ore

en
viron

m
en

tally frien
dly tech

n
ology to

rem
edy th

ese problem
s.

In
 su

m
, if you

 respect eviden
ce an

d
logic, bu

t also feel th
e n

eed for a profou
n

d
con

n
ection

 w
ith

 an
d celebration

 of N
atu

re
an

d th
e U

n
iverse, th

en
 you

 w
ill feel at h

om
e

in
 th

e W
orld Pan

th
eist M

ovem
en

t.

naturalism
and science

C
heck us out or join us on the W

eb at http://w
w

w
.pantheism

.net 

or em
ail us at info@

pantheism
.net. For current m

ailing address see the link “C
ontact U

s.”



R
eligion

 h
as a pow

erfu
l h

old on
 h

u
m

an
s,

satisfyin
g m

an
y basic social an

d

psych
ological n

eeds. R
eligion

s provide u
s

w
ith

 a sen
se of ou

r place in
 h

u
m

an
 society,

in
 n

atu
re an

d in
 th

e u
n

iverse. Th
ey offer

w
ays of dealin

g w
ith

 th
e su

fferin
g an

d grief

th
at are part of life. Th

ey provide

cerem
on

ies to m
ark life’s m

ajor stages,

su
pportive com

m
u

n
ities to h

elp in
 tim

es of

n
eed, an

d religiou
s profession

als w
h

o act as

in
form

al th
erapists an

d social w
orkers.

Fin
ally, th

ey offer eth
ical system

s people

can
 bu

y off-th
e-sh

elf - far easier th
an

devisin
g you

r ow
n

.

Th
e problem

 is th
at th

ese ben
efits are

often
 bou

gh
t at con

siderable cost. W
h

en
 w

e

en
ter th

e religiou
s sph

ere, w
e are expected

to leave ou
r reason

 an
d respect for logic an

d

eviden
ce in

 th
e en

tran
ce. W

e are asked to

believe th
in

gs w
ritten

 in
 an

cien
t books th

at

m
ost of u

s w
ou

ld n
ever believe if w

e w
ere

told by a door-to-door salesm
an

.

Th
e th

ree m
ajor W

estern
 religion

s

requ
ire faith

 in
 even

ts th
at by com

m
on

sen
se stan

dards are im
possible, su

ch
 as

m
iracles an

d divin
e in

terven
tion

. Th
ey

dem
an

d belief in
 an

 in
visible ju

dgin
g creator

god w
h

o h
as provided n

o clear proof of h
is

existen
ce. N

on
e of th

em
 can

 explain
 h

ow
 a

good, all-pow
erfu

l an
d all-kn

ow
in

g god

cou
ld allow

 n
atu

ral disasters an
d epidem

ics

to strike you
n

g an
d old, good an

d bad alike.

In
 th

e W
orld Pan

th
eist M

ovem
en

t w
e

believe th
at it is possible to en

joy th
e deep

em
otion

al ben
efits of religion

 w
ith

ou
t

aban
don

in
g com

m
on

 sen
se, logic an

d

con
cern

 for eviden
ce. Th

e basis of ou
r

approach
 is profou

n
d reveren

ce for th
e

U
n

iverse an
d N

atu
re, ju

st as th
ey are. W

e

w
on

der at th
e fu

n
dam

en
tal m

ystery, pow
er

an
d beau

ty of th
e U

n
iverse an

d N
atu

re. B
u

t

w
e don

’t believe in
 su

pern
atu

ral bein
gs or

spirits.

W
e don

’t see th
is life as a prelu

de to th
e

afterlife, rath
er w

e believe th
at w

e sh
ou

ld

celebrate th
e joy of life an

d th
e beau

ty of

n
atu

re, an
d h

ave w
eddin

gs an
d fu

n
erals in

keepin
g w

ith
 n

atu
re.

W
e believe th

at a h
u

m
an

istic an
d green

eth
ics can

 offer gu
idan

ce for beh
avior, m

ore

relevan
t to ou

r tim
es th

at th
e codes of

an
cien

t religion
s. W

e believe th
at n

atu
ral

form
s of m

editation
 an

d th
erapy can

 h
elp

people deal w
ith

 stress an
d grief, an

d w
e

aim
 to foster local grou

ps th
at can

 provide

all th
e social ben

efits of closer com
m

u
n

ity.

O
u

r cen
tral object of reveren

ce is n
ot som

e

su
pern

atu
ral en

tity w
h

ose existen
ce w

e

kn
ow

 abou
t on

ly from
 scriptu

re or serm
on

s.

It is th
e real u

n
iverse an

d n
atu

re in
 fron

t of

ou
r eyes, as th

ey presen
t th

em
selves to ou

r

sen
ses an

d in
stru

m
en

ts.

W
e accept th

e U
n

iverse as it is, in
 all its

creative an
d destru

ctive pow
er. W

e fin
d th

at

N
atu

re itself con
tain

s m
ore m

ystery, pow
er

an
d beau

ty th
an

 an
y deity described in

scriptu
re. It is n

eith
er good n

or bad, it

sim
ply is, an

d it is w
h

at it is. W
e believe

th
at all th

e w
on

derfu
l diversity an

d beau
ty

of th
e U

n
iverse evolved by n

atu
ral m

ean
s,

given
 th

e basic law
s of n

atu
re.

S
om

e of u
s u

se th
e term

 G
od to su

m
 u

p

th
e degree of ou

r reveren
ce for th

e U
n

iverse

an
d N

atu
re, w

ith
ou

t im
plyin

g an
y

person
ality or m

in
d th

rou
gh

 th
is term

.

M
an

y of u
s prefer n

ot to, an
d feel th

at th
is

w
ord carries too m

u
ch

 baggage from
 oth

er

religion
s. W

h
atever vocabu

lary you
 prefer,

th
e ch

oice is you
rs.

A
 n

a
tu

ra
listic a

fterlife

R
eligion

s keep m
u

ch
 of th

eir h
old people by

prom
isin

g person
al life after death

. W
e don

't

exclu
de th

e possibility th
at scien

ce m
igh

t

on
e day establish

 th
e existen

ce of su
ch

 an

afterlife, bu
t u

n
til th

at h
appen

s w
e assu

m
e

th
at ou

r person
al con

sciou
s lives en

d at

death
.

W
e prefer to focu

s on
 th

e n
atu

ral w
ays

in
 w

h
ich

 w
e really do persist after death

.

Th
ese m

ake u
p a sort of n

atu
ral afterlife

con
sisten

t w
ith

 facts th
at n

o-on
e dispu

tes.

O
u

r gen
es, ou

r ph
ysical an

d m
en

tal traits,

live on
 in

 ou
r fam

ilies. A
s in

dividu
als w

e live

on
 in

 th
e m

em
ory of oth

er people, in
 th

e

ripples spreadin
g ou

t from
 action

s w
e h

ave

u
n

dertaken
 in

 ou
r lives, in

 ou
r creation

s

an
d con

tribu
tion

s to h
u

m
an

 w
elfare an

d

con
servation

 of n
atu

re. S
in

ce all of th
ese

depen
d on

 doin
g good rath

er th
an

 evil, th
ey

con
stitu

te a com
pellin

g reason
 for eth

ical

beh
avior.

W
e believe th

at after death
 ou

r elem
en

ts

retu
rn

 to n
atu

re w
h

ere th
ey are en

dlessly

recycled in
 th

e soil an
d w

aters an
d on

 th
e

w
in

ds. To facilitate th
is w

e believe in
 form

s

of bu
rial an

d crem
ation

 th
at allow

 th
is

recyclin
g to take place, rath

er th
an

 isolatin
g

ou
r em

balm
ed bodies in

 elaborate caskets of

rare tropical w
oods an

d m
etals.

benefits
and costs

of  religion?

reverence of
nature and

the universe

A
 religion old or new

, that stressed the m
agnificence of the universe as revealed by

m
odern science, m

ight be able to draw
 forth reserves of reverence and aw

e hardly

tapped by the conventional faiths. Sooner or later, such a religion w
ill em

erge. 

C
arl Sag

an
, Pale B

lu
e D

o
t (1994)

Enough for m
e the m

ystery of the eternity of life, and the inkling of the

m
arvellous structure of reality. T

here is in this neither a w
ill nor a goal, nor a

m
ust, but only sheer being.

A
lb

ert Ein
stein


