
Shermer backs WPM  
Dr Michael Shermer 
agreed in September 
to become an honorary 
advisor to the WPM. 
Michael is editor of 
Skeptic magazine, and 
author of several books 
promoting a naturalistic, 
scientific outlook, such as  
Why People Believe Weird 
Things; and The Science 
of Good and Evil. He also 
writes a monthly column 
for Scientific American.

     Paul Harrison wrote to Michael after seeing him in 
the PBS show The Question of God, in which he said:  
My philosophy is that all phenomena have natural explana-
tions. There is no supernatural, there’s just the natural and 
stuff we can’t yet explain. For me, the scientific worldview 
generates the  feeling of transcendence. Carl Sagan gave the 
feeling of the pure, emotional awe and wonder and joy at 
the miracle of life, and the Cosmos is so big and vast. And it 
certainly generates in me a feeling of spirituality. I feel like 
a spiritual person, without a belief in God.
     Michael wrote back saying he would be honored. 
He offered a link to our “wonderful web page” and 
this additional quote:
If this is all there is, then every moment, every relationship, 
and every person counts, and counts more if there is no 
tomorrow than if there is, for it elevates all of us to a higher 
plane of humanity and humility that we are in this limited 
time and space together, a momentary proscenium in the 
drama of the cosmos. 
 

Meetup numbers surge 
 
In July we started promoting Pantheist.Meetup. Meet-
up is the Internet networking outfit that facilitates 
local face-to-face meetings between people of shared 
interests. When we got involved Pantheist Meetup 
had just 60 members. We promoted it on our front 
page and the scipan site, and the numbers rose to 500 
by end September. Our growth rate was fastest of all 
religious groups at 35% a month - alas the second fast-
est were the Satanists!  
However, numbers are only the first step - getting to 
meet is next. Meetup used to allow meetings only if 
three or more people voted for a venue. Now they are 
shifting to a system where each locality has an organ-
izer who decides. We need people to volunteer to 
organize in each locality. Please volunteer if Meetup 
emails asking you to do so. 
       Sign up at http://pantheist.meetup.com/
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Google Adwords treble visits to World Pantheism

WPM at the UU 
General Assembly
 
Between June 24 and 28, World 
Pantheism had an exhibition stall at 
the Unitarian Universalist General 
Assembly in Long Beach, California. 
Besides volunteers from the Los 
Angeles and Ventura pantheist group, 
we were joined by Tony van der Mude 
from New Jersey, Richard Hervey 
from Oregon, Andrew Millard from 
Connecticut and Dick Gray from 
Arizona. On Saturday night we were 
joined by World Pantheist friends 
from San Diego for a dinner at the 
Island Sunfish Grill by the harbor.
      Our stall was one of the most at-
tractive. We had wallposters of the 
Universe, the Sun, volcanoes, nature, 
along with Max Ehrmann’s Desiderata 
and Susan Kennedy’s How to be an 
Artist to which we added the words 
“and a Pantheist.” You can see most of 
the posters at http://www.nature-art.
org/posters.htm. We had a display 
of World Pantheism style books on 
nature, science, and human rights 
(raided from Paul Harrison’s library). 
We had our colored leaflets and visit-
ing cards, a complete file of Pan back 
numbers, a stack of Elements of Panthe-
ism. We made a few adjustments as 
we went along: at first sign it seemed 
we were a book and poster stall, so we 
had to make clear they were for dis-
play only and jazz ourselves up with 
extras. We added a quiz “Maybe  

 
 
you are a Pantheist and don’t know 
it?” which stopped a lot of passers-by, 
most of whom came out positive.  
     We had hundreds of visitors over 
the five days of the conference. It got 
extremely hectic during the coffee 
and meal breaks between Unitarian 
Universalist sessions, but in between 
there were long periods of calm. Many 
of the visitors were UU ministers. We 
made very useful contacts with mem-
bers of UU churches in the Los Ange-
les basin, but also some valuable  
insights into the compatibility of 

World Pantheism and Unitarian Uni-
versalism. It was clear that creating 
pantheist groups within UU churches 
would be good for both. We opened 
up our email list for World Pantheist 
Unitarian Universalists to all comers, 
and its membership quickly rose from 
35 to 52. A trifold leaflet on the con-
nection between Unitarian Universal-
ism and pantheism was also prepared.  
You can print it out from the Web at:  
 
      http://www.pantheism.net/ 
                    uu/wpmuu.pdf

Sheila Rosenthal and Andrew Millard joke with a visitor to the stall. 

In mid-July World Pantheism started advertizing with 
Google Adwords, resulting in a sustained trebling of 
daily visits to our site. Google Adwords are probably the 
cheapest and best targeted advertizing approach available 
anywhere. Google displays our ads whenever Internet 
users enter a range of search words and combinations that 
we specify.  
     The display of the ads costs nothing: we pay only for 
the number of times people click through on our ads, 
which leads them directly to our site.  This guarantees that 
the ad expenditure is very precisely channelled towards 
people who have a real potential interest, as opposed to the 

scattershot approach of conventional advertizing. 
      By the beginning of September, our ads had been 
displayed over 3 million times, and 13,000 extra people had 
visited our site. The cost of 1000 impressions (showings 
of an ad) was only 21 cents.  The average cost per click 
was only 5 cents. Our best click-through rates were for 
paganism- and atheism-related searches (1.7% and 1.2% 
respectively.) We also did quite well for Humanism (1.1%) 
and Unitarian Universalism (1%).  Even for people who do 
not click through to the site, the ad spreads knowledge of 
World Pantheism and what pantheism means.  
 
Paganism minus 
Magic
Revere and save 
Nature without 
supernaturalism 
www.pantheism.net

Positive atheism? 
Satisfying emotional 
needs without 
supernatural 
fantasies 
www.pantheism.net

Joyful Humanism 
Pantheism adds 
celebration of 
Universe,  
Nature, Life 
www.pantheism.net


