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James Lovelock is best 
known as the originator of the Gaia theory, 

Dr Lovelock has been a lifelong inventor, 
among other things of instruments used by 
NASA to analyze the composition of the 
Martian atmosphere. It was the comparison 
of Mars’ chemically stable atmosphere to 
Earth’s that led him to develop the Gaia 
hypothesis: our 21% of the intensely 
reactive gas oxygen would be impossible 
without the presence of life. 
       Put simply, the theory states that 
living organisms are not separate from the 
earth, but evolve in an environment that 
includes the earth’s crustal rocks, oceans 
and atmosphere. In turn they infl uence these 
non-living elements, in a way that keeps 
conditions tolerable for life, despite a gradual 
increase in solar output that would otherwise 
overheat the earth. “In no way do organisms 
simply “adapt” to a dead world determined 
by physics and chemistry alone,” says 
Lovelock. “They live in a world that is the 
breath and bones of their ancestors and that 
they are now sustaining.”

  
The Gaia theory has followed the standard path 
of new and challenging scientifi c theories: at fi rst 
ridicule and isolation, then reasoned rejection, 
then increasing acceptance. At the same time it 
has been refi ned and improved in response to the 
early criticisms. The Gaia hypothesis has now 
graduated into the Gaia theory.
       From a scientifi c point of view the theory 
has stimulated new research into the complex 
interactions at work. It has also given a strong 
stimulus to a more interdisciplinary approach 
to biology, ecology, geology, meteorology and 
oceanography.
        The choice of a name borrowed from 
a Greek goddess was suggested by British 
novelist William Golding. This decision, as 
well as Lovelock’s comments on spirituality, 
has expanded Gaia into something more than 
a scientifi c theory. It has also become an 
inspiration and a focal concept for nature-lovers 
and environmentalists. “For me,” Lovelock 
writes,  “Gaia is a religious as well as a 
scientifi c concept. Gaia should be a way to view 
the Earth, ourselves and our relationships with 
living things.”

News of World Pantheism

Lovelock and Suzuki become honorary advisorsLovelock and Suzuki become honorary advisors

David Suzuki is Canada’s 
foremost science broadcaster, host of the 
long running CBC series The Nature of 
Things. He has authored over 30 books, 
and is widely recognized as a world leader 
in sustainable ecology. He is the founder 
and chair of the David Suzuki Foundation 
which promotes environmental research, 
policy advocacy and public awareness.
      Dr. Suzuki has 16 honorary doctorates 
and numerous other awards for his work, 
including a UNESCO prize for science 
and the Order of Canada. For his support 
of Canada’s indigenous peoples, Dr. 
Suzuki has been honored with formal 
adoption by two tribes.
      Like the WPM, Dr Suzuki recognizes 
the need for a non-theistic nature-focused 
spirituality as part of the urgent task of  
preserving our planet and its diversity. His 
book The Sacred Balance (Prometheus 
Books 1998) and the TV series of the 
same name developed this idea. “What 
aboriginal people tell us that the Earth is 

our mother. And I have come to understand, they 
are absolutely right in a profoundly scientifi c way.
  “We are created out of the most important 
elements of the planet. We are fi re. Because 
every bit of the energy in our bodies that we need 
to move, and grow and reproduce is sunlight. 
Sunlight captured by plants, converted into 
chemical energy that we consume and store in our 
bodies. So, when they speak about the Earth as our 
mother, and the four sacred elements: Earth, air, 
fi re and water, they mean it literally. And they 
are right.
  “Spirit is so important. We have to have sacred 
places that are far more than simply opportunities. 
We have to know we’re immersed in nature. This 
doesn’t confl ict with science! For most of human 
existence we knew we were part of nature and 
dependent on it. That’s what many of our prayers, 
our dances and rituals were all about and we knew 
we had responsibilities to act properly to keep 
it all going. But now our world is shattered, and 
we no longer see the connections. If we don’t see 
that everything is interconnected, then any action 
has no consequences or responsibility. So the 
challenge is to reconnect ourselves to the world.”

Over the summer two world-famous scientists agreed to become honorary advisors to the World Pantheist 
Movement. Both are laureates of the United Nations Environment Programme Global 500 award, which WPM 
president Paul Harrison also holds. They join existing advisors Ursula Goodenough and Michael Shermer 

 ‘In no way do I see Gaia 
as a sentient being, 
a surrogate God. 

To me, Gaia is alive 
and part of the 

ineffable Universe, 
and I am a part of her.’

‘There is no environment 
“out there” 

separate from us. We ARE 
the environment. 

What we do to the air, 
water and soil, 

we’re doing directly 
to ourselves.’
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It’s heartening 
when a task 
that has needed 
doing for a 
long time 
suddenly fi nds 
an enthusiastic 
and capable 
volunteer who 
takes it on and 

runs with it. That’s what happened 
earlier this year when John Hagan 
wrote in out of the blue expressing 
his interest in pantheism, suggesting 
that products such as bumper stickers 
or tee-shirts would allow members to 
‘advertise’ their beliefs to make other 
people aware of Pantheism.
      This idea had been on the back 
burner for a long while, the problem 

being that the best outlet, Cafepress, 
requires you to design your own 
products. I explained to John that we 
could only entrust such an important 
task to a full member, so he joined 
immediately and got stuck into it. 
      So now we have posters, prints, 
mouse mats, T-shirts, mugs, stickers 
and much more to come. The prices 
are reasonable and the World Pantheist 
Movement gets a small contribution. 
Buying in our store supports us and 
spreads the word. 
       John is retired and lives in 
North Carolina. He is a fast learner 
with multiple talents. For much of 
his working life he was a software 
developer with IBM. After that he 

helped run his brother’s Computer 
Numerical Control machine business, 
programming machines, doing CAD 
drawings, bookkeeping, Web and 
brochure design.
       The quality of his designs for the 
WPM is extremely high and John is 
exacting. One problem is getting the 
hi-res royalty-free images – NASA is 
the best source for astronomy. Hi-res 
quality nature images are harder to 
come by but we will fi nd them.
       If you have any you would like 
to be considered, please send a small 
version to jdh110543@yahoo.com. To 
print out well they need to be large, at 
least 2500 pixels wide or high, and 
300 dots per inch or better.

New store opens for WPM T-shirts, mugs, posters etc

Visit the store at http://www.cafepress.com/worldpan_p


