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The Broadening Network
News of World Pantheism

Love the earth and she will love us back    Dave D Mt Airy, MD
 
Dwell among the beauties and mysteries of life.  
                                                                           Kim Hayes, Atlanta

We’ll have peace when we realize that we are all part of  
the same thing.                                                Esteban, FL

Animals make us better people.   Sabrina Paris New Milford NJ

We are all one in the universe!                     Mago, Netherlands

Imagine no religion...                                     Mildred Vasquez, NY

Energy is our “GOD “                                    Sugavanam, India

The world is a beautiful place. Smile!         Andie, CA

It is through nature that our souls become cleansed!  
                                                                           Jesse Bartlett, NH

Growing a spiritual movement is a long process of 
outreach. Messages and interests are carried by many 

different individuals, in many different directions, through 
many different outlets, and in many different social groups. 
Earlier this year we added two new facilities to our broad 
range.  
We created a World Pantheism map at Frappr  - a service 
that integrates Google Maps with Myspace-style social 
networking. People can place a tag on a world map to show 
where they live, and add a photo and a quote. The map can 
be used to find pantheists near you – messages can be sent 
to other users, through the Frappr system. It has an array of 
services such as a personal profile, photo albums, friends list, 
blog, guestbook, and even chat.  By October we had over 275 
people.  One of the nicest and most useful aspects is to put a 
human face to the word pantheist – we seem to be a diverse 
and lively-looking bunch of people! You can add yourself to 
our Frappr map at http://www.frappr.com/worldpantheism 
In the same month Nikki Lucchesi developed a profile for 
us at Myspace, where we now have 182 “friends.” Add 
yourself as a friend of the WPM at http://www.myspace.com/
thewpm. We also have two discussion groups there: World 
Pantheism, Secular Humanism and Positive Atheism (http://
groups.myspace.com/worldpantheism) with 270 members 
and Pantheism (http://groups.myspace.com/pantheism) 
with 128 members. If it sometimes it seems that we have 
too many initiatives and locations going at once, it’s worth 
bearing several things in mind.  It’s best to view these various 
locations as places where you can hang out. Each of them has 
a different setting and emphasis. You can hang out at one, 
several, or all, whatever suits you. This approach also creates 
smaller and therefore less impersonal groups.

 Frappr comments
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Here are our accounts for the fiscal 
years 2004 and 2005. Our income 

grew healthily by 40 per cent between 
the two years. This was based on a simi-
lar growth in our membership (from an 
average 288 for the months of 2004, 
to 401 for 2005), which in turn was 
brought about mainly through our deci-
sion to use search marketing – at first 
with Google only, then adding in Yahoo 
and MSN. We also set up 
for credit card payments 
late in 2004, which in-
creased the number of 
people joining especially 
from outside the USA. 
    The main develop-
ment on the expenses 
front was the substantial 
increase in advertising. 
The great majority of this 
is in the form of search 
marketing, which is ex-
tremely well targeted at 
people looking for our 
kind of material (based 
on individual words and 
phrases). Our ads take the 
form of very short (haiku-
length) items describing 
key ideas, values or slo-
gans, linking to our site.  
    The advertising serves 
two key elements of our 
goals: one is to expand the 
number of members and 
friends, which will make 
it easier to create local 
groups in more locations. 
The other is to spread 
awareness of naturalistic 
pantheism and of a few 
of its central concepts. 
    Printing of the magazine 
and (in 2004) of our co-
lour leaflets continues to 
be a major expense. Our 
conference activities have 
so far related mostly to 

the Unitarian Universalist Association’s 
General Assembly, since one of our strat-
egies is to encourage groups inside UU 
congregations. In 2004, when the GA 
was at Long Beach California, we had 
a stall and the charge for stall furniture 
was rather high. In 2005 it was in Fort 
Worth Texas, when Paul Harrison gave 
two well-attended lectures for which we 
also needed the projector. The scanner is 

needed to generate royalty-free images 
for Pan magazine.
     Our reserve balances currently repre-
sent about 18 month’s income. This may 
seem rather high as a proportion, but in 
absolute terms it is a prudent and modest 
insurance against unforeseen events. It 
also allows us to respond rapidly to new 
opportunities.

2004 2005
INCOME INCOME
Membership Dues Membership Dues:
Checks, cash $3,872.00 Credit Card memberships $5,852.00 
PayPal - Payment Received $5,482.64 Check memberships $4,593.00 

PayPal memberships $2,731.00 
subtotal $9,354.64 subtotal $13,176.00 

Miscellaneous Income Miscellaneous Income
Other Inc $60.00 PayPal Money Market Dividend $42.79 
Interest Inc $60.17 Interest Inc $73.95 
Uncategorized Income $19.28 

subtotal $139.45 subtotal $116.74 
TOTAL INCOME $9,494.09 TOTAL INCOME $13,292.74 

EXPENSES EXPENSES
Bank/CC/PayPal fees Bank/CC/PayPal fees
PayPal Fees $219.69 PayPal Fees $112.53 
Bank Charge $20.80 Bank Charge $19.63 
CC processing charge & setup $512.02 CC processing charge $300.12 
Advertising/Affiliations Advertising/Affiliations
Advertising $1,756.50 Advertising $5,012.20 
Affiliations $100.00 Affiliations $205.00 
Printing/Postage Printing/Postage
Postage and shipping $535.70 Postage and shipping $681.20 
Printing Costs $4,205.97 Printing Costs $3,096.23 
Conference expenses [UUA] Conference expenses [UUA]
Equipment Rentals $675.00 Travel $235.39 

Conference fees $379.93 
Equipment Rentals $120.00 

Other expenses Other expenses
Supplies/Misc $350.50 Supplies/Misc $219.34 
Web hosting $182.00 Web hosting $422.50 

Equipment $944.64 
   Projector for talks [$674.04]
   Scanner [$270.60]

TOTAL EXPENSES $8,558.18 TOTAL EXPENSES $11,748.71 

TOTAL INCOME - EXPENSES $935.91 TOTAL INCOME - EXPENSES $1,544.03 

Account balances as of 31 dec 
2004

Account balances as of 31 dec 
2005

Citibank Checking $16,488.96 Citibank Checking $18,361.64 
Bank of America checking $1,671.95 Bank of America checking $1,503.95 
PayPal $1,985.42 PayPal $1,824.77 
TOTAL ACCOUNTS $20,146.33 TOTAL ACCOUNTS $21,690.36 

World Pantheist Movement Accounts 
2004 and 2005
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Now you can marry your friends and relatives

Since we opened for membership in late 1999, it has always been 
our ultimate goal to organize a network of celebrants, able to 
perform weddings and funerals in pantheistic or nature-oriented 
style, so pantheists would not need to turn to traditional religions 
for their most important life events..

There are various models we studied while deciding how 
to approach this.  At one extreme lie the Universal Life Church 
and Spiritual Humanism - a newcomer following the ULC model. 
These offer ordination free for anyone who applies - regardless 

of their religious beliefs. Note that both these organizations make 
money out of selling clergy materials, some of them useful, 
some of them (in the case of the ULC) frivolous, such as parking 
placards, honorary doctorates, fancy titles, and certificates of 
sainthood. 

At the other extreme, within the area of liberal religions is 
Unitarian Universalism, whose ministers must have a Master of 
Divinity degree including Christian scriptural analysis and church 
history. These requirements have worked to select UU ministers 

from the theistic end of the spectrum, so that Ministers are 
much more likely to be somewhat more theistic than the 
“average” for congregants.

There have been many discussions of what the WPM 
should do and it has taken us a long time for us to reach a 
consensus or compromise. Some people favored the free and 
easy route – though rarely to the extent of the ULC.  Others, 
on the other hand, wanted us to move towards the status of 
established religious/spiritual organizations, and proposed 
that candidates do an extended correspondence course before 
they qualify as celebrants. Discussion of the alternatives 
at times reached such an impasse that we had to take a 
prolonged timeout. 

Recently the directors took up the issue again. We 
found that the same two camps still existed, so to break the 
impasse we created an online opinion survey and rated five 
different options. The leading option, with the greatest net 
support, was to offer all supporting members free ordination 
certification to perform weddings and funerals of friends and 
relatives - with a simple questionnaire. This approach ties 
in very much with our principles in clause 8 of the belief 
statement, which rules out any hierarchy of special privilege 
or sancitity: “Every individual has direct access through 
perception, emotion and meditation to ultimate reality, which 
is the Universe and Nature. There is no need for mediation 
by priests, gurus or revealed scriptures.”

Three issues concerned us especially. The first was 
that the WPM should not be misrepresented - if people are 
going to claim to be WPM celebrants, then they should 
at least be WPM-oriented, and show some minimal sign 

If these are what you had in mind, please ask 
elsewhere. Above, the regalia of a Greek Orthodox 

bishop. Below, the hilarious Vatican fashion pa-
rade from Fellini’s Roma. Right, the “Parking  

Placard” of the Universal Life Church

WPM offers two tiers of celebrant status to members
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of commitment such as becoming a subscribing 
member. This is not the same as selling certification. 
The second was that people should not abuse the 
status of celebrant to gain any special privileges, 
since we do not believe in a privileged “clergy” that 
is any different from regular members. Finally and 
most importantly, celebrants should be responsible 
and sensitive, and should respect the wishes of the 
people getting married.  

Even the “free and easy” party has always 
recognized that in the longer term we might develop 
a somewhat more demanding path, leading to the 
kind of certification that would allow someone to 
advertise as a civil celebrant. In the meantime we 
decided that if a subscribing member already had 
a ministerial or a civil celebrant qualification, they 
would already have done the training involved in 
being reliable and respectful of people’s wishes for 
their celebrations. 

So now we have our two-track scheme: 
• On request, subscribing members can 

get free certification to officiate at the 
weddings of friends and relatives. All 
they need to do is sign a statement that 
they will faithfully respect the wishes of 
participants, and represent WPM faithfully 
- or not use the WPM name at all.  

• Members with suitable prior qualifications 
can get certification to marry anyone, 
and have the right to use our name in 
advertising, on signing a similar statement.

We will be putting up a web page with the 
questionnaire which you can fill in, and will 
announce when it is in place. After an application 
has been reviewed, we will issue a certificate of 
good standing.

Legislation will vary a lot between countries 
and states/provinces, so it will be your responsibility 
to find out the law that apples in the location where 
the ceremony is to take place. 

 We have two new directors.  
Sharon Dobrovich has been a familiar 
face on the Community and Spirituality 
lists. Earlier this year she set up a thriving 
local Pantheist Meetup group in Western 
North Carolina, where 13 attended the last 
event, a hike on the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
Sharon will be taking over the job of 
membership secretary from Gudrun.
John Hagan has been very ably running 
our WPM merchandise shop at Cafepress, 
where you can buy beautifully designed T-
shirts, caps, many other clothing items for 
men, women and babies, posters, mugs 
and so on. John has two excellent new 
designs based on quotes from Frank Lloyd 

Wright (I believe in God only I spell it N-A-T-U-R-E) and 
Mikhail Gorbachev (Nature is my God, trees are my temples 
and forests my cathedrals.) John is a retired businessman 
who is planning to set out with his wife on a long odyssey 
around the USA in a RV.
These appointments follow the resignation of former 
directors Beryl Mclachlan and Mike Dolph, to whom we offer 
good wishes and thanks.

The other directors at present are: 
Paul Harrison, President 
Tom Moore, Vice-President Americas 
Tor Myrvang, Vice-President Europe 
Hilary Caws-Elwitt, Secretary 
Bruce Merkle, Treasurer 
John Love-Jensen (Eljay) 
Walt Mandell 
Anthony van der Mude 
Gudrun Schindler  
Stuart Stell 
David Wright

Gudrun Schindler recently resigned as 
Membership Secretary for health reasons. 
Gudrun has done the job flawlessly and 
smoothly for the past three years. We are 
forever grateful for her services and wish 
her the very best for a successful outcome. 
 

These are the criteria we use when choosing directors: 
1. Good sense, respectful of others, very mature handling 
of disagreement. 
2. Agreement with the WPM belief statement and 
enthusiasm for WPM goals.
In addition one or more of the following: 
1. A considerable level of active commitment shown 
through volunteer efforts.
2. A long history of wise posting. 
3. Special skills we are in need of.

WPM Personnel News
Same  sex marriages 

On principle the WPM opposes all forms of 
discrimination, so on principle we are in favor 
of same-sex marriages. Where people wish to 
celebrate such marriages symbolically or as a 

demonstration in favor of changing legislation to 
recognize such marriages, then we would support 

this in principle. On the other hand same sex 
marriages performed where they are illegal are, 
ipso facto, not legal. So it’s essential not to raise 

expectations beyond the realities, and for all 
parties to be aware of the legal situation.


