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N
atu

re an
d th

e en
viron

m
en

t are a cen
tral

con
cern

 of th
e W

orld Pan
th

eist M
ovem

en
t.

O
u

r view
 of n

atu
re is explain

ed in
 th

is

clau
se of statem

en
t of prin

ciples:

W
e are an

 in
tegral part of N

atu
re, w

h
ich

w
e sh

ou
ld ch

erish
, revere an

d preserve in

all its m
agn

ificen
t beau

ty an
d diversity. W

e

sh
ou

ld strive to live in
 h

arm
on

y w
ith

 N
atu

re

locally an
d globally. W

e ackn
ow

ledge th
e

in
h

eren
t valu

e of all life, h
u

m
an

 an
d

n
on

h
u

m
an

, an
d strive to treat all livin

g

bein
gs w

ith
 com

passion
 an

d respect. 

A
s in

 all m
atters of eth

ics, w
e leave it u

p

to th
e in

dividu
al to decide h

ow
 to apply

th
ese prin

ciples. For exam
ple, m

an
y of ou

r

m
em

bers are vegetarian
s, bu

t m
an

y are n
ot:

th
e ch

oice is you
rs. W

h
at w

e probably all

h
ave in

 com
m

on
 is a con

cern
 for

com
passion

ate farm
in

g, w
h

ere an
im

als are

allow
ed to lead lives th

at are as n
atu

ral as

possible.

O
u

r local grou
ps often

 m
eet in

 n
atu

ral

areas, w
h

en
 th

e w
eath

er perm
its, for h

ikes

an
d picn

ics an
d star-w

atch
in

g parties. O
u

r

m
agazin

e Pan
 often

 focu
ses on

 green
 issu

es

– a recen
t issu

e w
as en

tirely devoted to

su
stain

able livin
g. O

u
r gen

eral m
ailin

g lists

often
 discu

ss en
viron

m
en

tal con
cern

s an
d

appreciation
 for n

atu
re. W

e also h
ave tw

o

specialized m
ailin

g lists of in
terest: a list for

vegetarian
s, an

d an
 en

viron
m

en
tal action

list w
h

ich
 sen

ds ou
t alerts from

 th
e m

ajor

en
viron

m
en

tal organ
ization

s. W
e h

ave

bou
gh

t th
e dom

ain
 w

w
w

.w
ildkids.org, w

h
ere

w
e plan

 to create an
 action

, fu
n

 an
d

in
form

ation
-orien

ted n
atu

re site for ch
ildren

an
d you

n
g people.

W
e don

’t ju
st talk abou

t carin
g for

n
atu

re, w
e provide a fram

ew
ork for

m
em

bers’ action
. O

u
r program

s h
ave so far

saved 100 acres of n
atu

ral h
abitat. U

n
der

ou
r w

ildlife h
abitat sch

em
e, in

terested

m
em

bers pledge th
at th

ey w
ill m

an
age th

eir

lan
d or garden

s su
stain

ably, w
ith

 n
ative

plan
ts an

d an
im

als in
 m

in
d. O

u
r

prom
otion

s w
ith

 E
cologyFu

n
d directly

spon
sor con

servation
 organ

ization
s su

ch
 as

th
e W

orld Parks E
n

dow
m

en
t an

d th
e N

atu
re

C
on

servan
cy, savin

g w
ild lan

ds in

developin
g an

d developed cou
n

tries. W
e are

also th
e largest religiou

s grou
p savin

g

h
abitat at E

cologyFu
n

d by daily clickin
g,

exceedin
g th

e total of all C
h

ristian
 grou

ps

com
bin

ed. 

If you
 h

ave a deep reveren
ce an

d

con
cern

 for n
atu

re, an
d w

ou
ld like to fin

d a

spiritu
al expression

 for th
is th

at does n
ot

in
volve tu

rn
in

g you
r back on

 reason
 an

d

eviden
ce, th

en
 th

e W
orld Pan

th
eist

M
ovem

en
t m

ay be th
e righ

t place for you
.
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Th
e h

u
m

an
 im

pact on
 earth

 h
as reach

ed a

critical scale. W
e h

ave becom
e a force of

n
atu

re com
parable, to volcan

oes or to

cyclical variation
s in

 th
e earth

's orbit, an
d a

force of evolu
tion

, con
sign

in
g m

an
y species

to extin
ction

, an
d creatin

g n
ew

 species

th
rou

gh
 gen

etic en
gin

eerin
g.

S
om

e 484 an
im

al an
d 654 plan

t species

h
ave been

 officially recorded as extin
ct sin

ce

1600, bu
t th

is is on
ly th

e pin
n

acle of a

m
assive iceberg. E

xtin
ction

 rates are

ru
n

n
in

g at least 1000 tim
es h

igh
er th

an
 th

e

n
atu

ral backgrou
n

d rate.

W
e h

ave tran
sform

ed arou
n

d h
alf th

e

lan
d on

 earth
 for ou

r ow
n

 u
ses  for farm

in
g,

forestry, pastu
re, h

ou
sin

g, in
du

stry,

services, an
d tran

sport. E
ach

 decade w
e are

losin
g an

 area or forest tw
ice th

e size of

Fran
ce.

W
e already u

se m
ore th

an
 h

alf of th
e

easily accessible fresh
w

ater on
 earth

. W
e

h
ave regu

lated th
e flow

 of perh
aps tw

o

th
irds of all rivers on

 earth
, alterin

g th
e

ecology of lakes an
d estu

aries. 

Th
e ocean

s m
ake u

p seven
 ten

th
s of ou

r

blu
e plan

et's su
rface. Yet w

e h
ave fish

ed u
p

to th
e lim

its or beyon
d of tw

o th
irds of

m
arin

e fish
eries. D

u
rin

g th
is cen

tu
ry w

e

h
ave destroyed perh

aps h
alf of all coastal

m
an

grove forests an
d irrevocably degraded

10 per cen
t of coral reefs.

W
e h

ave th
in

n
ed th

e ozon
e layer th

at

protects life on
 earth

 from
 h

arm
fu

l

u
ltraviolet radiation

. W
e h

ave th
e biggest

ozon
e h

ole ever, th
ree tim

es th
e size of th

e

U
S

A
. W
e con

tribu
te 50%

 m
ore to th

e n
itrogen

cycle th
an

 all n
atu

ral sou
rces com

bin
ed. W

e

h
ave in

creased th
e carbon

 dioxide con
ten

t

of th
e atm

osph
ere by 30 per cen

t over

prein
du

strial levels, an
d th

e con
cen

tration

is n
ow

 h
igh

er th
an

 at an
y tim

e in
 th

e last

20 m
illion

 years.

G
lobal tem

peratu
res h

ave already risen

by 0.5?C
 over th

e last cen
tu

ry, an
d are

projected to rise by u
p to 6?C

 by 2100. Th
is

w
ill resu

lt in
 fu

rth
er m

eltin
g of glaciers an

d

icecaps an
d m

ay raise sea level by 15-90

cen
tim

etres. 

In
 th

e early years of th
e th

ird

m
illen

n
iu

m
 th

e destin
y of th

e plan
et is in

ou
r h

an
ds as n

ever before. W
e are m

odifyin
g

ecosystem
s an

d global system
s faster th

an

w
e can

 u
n

derstan
d th

e ch
an

ges. In
 relation

to th
e scale an

d grow
th

 of th
e ch

allen
ge, w

e

are slow
 in

 ch
an

gin
g ou

r in
stitu

tion
s an

d

ou
r tech

n
ologies, an

d relu
ctan

t to ch
an

ge

ou
r w

ays of life. 

Th
e G

aia system
 is adaptive, bu

t righ
t

n
ow

 w
e are close to reach

in
g th

e lim
it of th

e

plan
et's ability to adju

st to w
h

at w
e do

w
ith

ou
t catastroph

ic ch
an

ge. In
 th

e crisis

w
e face, w

e n
eed n

ot on
ly practical

solu
tion

s, bu
t th

e spiritu
al m

otivation
 to

give th
em

 th
e h

igh
est priority. W

e n
eed a

n
ew

 spiritu
ality in

 w
h

ich
 n

atu
re takes th

e

cen
tral place.

People of every religion
 are strivin

g to fin
d a

th
eological basis for en

viron
m

en
tal con

cern
.

Th
e orien

tal religion
s h

ave tradition
ally

placed stron
g em

ph
asis on

 h
arm

on
y w

ith

n
atu

re. In
 H

in
du

ism
, Jain

ism
 an

d

B
u

ddh
ism

 respect is accorded to livin
g

creatu
res becau

se th
ey m

ay be in
carn

ation
s

of dead h
u

m
an

s. In
 Taoism

 livin
g sim

ply, in

accordan
ce w

ith
 n

atu
re, is th

e h
igh

est goal.

Th
e W

est h
as h

ad a m
u

ch
 tou

gh
er task

in
 fin

din
g a religiou

s grou
n

din
g for con

cern

abou
t n

atu
re. Th

e O
ld Testam

en
t vision

 is

th
at n

atu
re is created prim

arily for h
u

m
an

s

to h
ave dom

in
ion

 over an
d to u

se. Th
e N

ew

Testam
en

t, th
e core scriptu

re of

C
h

ristian
ity, focu

ses on
 eth

ics tow
ards

oth
er h

u
m

an
s an

d sh
ow

s n
o con

cern
 w

ith

du
ties tow

ards an
im

als or n
atu

re. 

A
ll th

ree m
ain

 W
estern

/M
iddle E

astern

religion
s see ou

r life on
 th

is earth
 as

secon
dary to an

 afterlife in
 h

eaven
.

In
deed all th

ree h
ave an

 apocalyptic vision

of th
e Last Ju

dgem
en

t in
 w

h
ich

 G
od

h
im

self destroys th
e earth

 an
d every livin

g

th
in

g on
 it.

Pan
th

eism
 is on

e of th
e oldest religiou

s

tradition
s, an

d reserves its deepest

reveren
ce for N

atu
re an

d th
e U

n
iverse.

N
atu

re is cen
tral, sacred, an

d dem
an

ds to

be treated w
ith

 respect, love an
d care.

O
n

e of pan
th

eism
’s basic ten

ets is th
e

u
n

ity of all th
in

gs. Th
e w

h
ole u

n
iverse is a

planetary crisis
nature and spirituality

Everything is fruit to m
e w

hich thy seasons bring, o

nature; from
  thee are all things, in thee are all things,

to thee all things return.

M
arcu

s A
u

reliu
s

In the w
oods, w

e return to reason and faith. T
here I feel

that nothing  can befall m
e in life - no disgrace, no calam

ity,

w
hich nature cannot repair.

R
alp

h
 W

ald
o

 Em
erso

n

u
n

ity th
at w

as born
 togeth

er in
 th

e sam
e

in
stan

t. N
atu

re on
 earth

 is also a u
n

ity of all

livin
g bein

gs. W
e all h

ad a sin
gle origin

 an
d

w
e sh

are m
an

y of th
e sam

e gen
etic codes.

Livin
g th

in
gs do n

ot exist in
 isolation

bu
t in

 ecological com
m

u
n

ities, in
 w

h
ich

 all

th
e m

em
bers h

ave evolved togeth
er in

to a

fin
e balan

ce of in
terdepen

den
ce. Th

e plan
et

itself is on
e vast ecosystem

 in
 w

h
ich

 life

deeply affects, an
d is affected by, th

e

atm
osph

ere, th
e ocean

s, an
d even

 th
e solid

cru
st. H

u
m

an
 action

s h
ave seriou

sly

disru
pted local an

d plan
etary ecosystem

s.

O
u

r task n
ow

 is to restore th
e lost balan

ces.

Pan
th

eists do n
ot believe in

 an
 afterlife

in
 h

eaven
. Th

is earth
 is ou

r on
ly h

om
e, w

e

can
’t h

ope th
at G

od w
ill provide u

s w
ith

 a

n
ew

 earth
 if w

e w
reck th

is on
e. Th

e

respon
sibility lies on

 ou
r sh

ou
lders alon

e.

Pan
th

eism
 h

as a deep respect for an
im

al

righ
ts. In

 pan
th

eism
 all an

im
als are equ

al

cen
tres of aw

aren
ess of th

e U
n

iverse, an
d as

su
ch

 th
ey dem

an
d equ

al respect. R
espect

does n
ot m

ean
 w

e can
n

ot u
se n

atu
re an

d

h
er produ

cts, bu
t it does m

ean
 w

e m
u

st u
se

th
em

 sparin
gly, w

isely, an
d w

ith
 deep

com
passion

, creatin
g a m

in
im

u
m

 of

su
fferin

g, an
d alw

ays rem
ain

in
g aw

are of

th
e im

pact ou
r action

s m
ay h

ave on
 oth

er

livin
g bein

gs an
d n

atu
ral com

m
u

n
ities.


